New Degree Program Authorization
All new academic programs must adhere to the following hierarchical structure and related criteria and guidelines.  Academic programs are defined as follows:

Degree Program – An organized curriculum leading to a college degree in an area of study recognized as an academic discipline by the higher education community, as demonstrated by assignment of a Classification of Instructional Programs (CIP) code. Degree Program is the highest level within the academic program structure. Bachelor’s degrees require a minimum of 120 credits, Master’s degrees a minimum of 30 credits post baccalaureate, and Doctoral degrees a minimum of 75 credits post baccalaureate. 

Program Major – An organized curriculum offered as a major area of study that is part of an existing or proposed degree program and does not constitute sufficient distinct coursework, faculty, and instructional resources to be considered a separate degree program.  A Major must be reasonably associated with the Degree Program under which it is offered and share a minimum of 15% of common core or prerequisite courses with other Majors within the same degree program. The total number of credit hours required in the Major is the same as required for the Degree Program.

Program Tracks, Specializations, Concentrations, Areas of Emphasis, Etc. - Any organized curriculum that is offered as part of an individual student’s degree plan and which enhances or complements the degree to be awarded in a manner that leads to specific educational or occupational goals. In order to establish some uniformity across degree programs, this level of categorization should be termed a Track unless a different terminology is required for accreditation purposes. A Track must be reasonably associated with the Major under which it is offered and share a minimum of 15% of common core or prerequisite courses with other Tracks within the same Major. The total number of credit hours required in the Track is the same as required for the Major.

Program Minors – Minors consist of an organized curriculum offered to students who are not obtaining a degree in the Major of which the Minor is a component. Minors require a minimum of 12 credits.

Certificates – Certificates consist of an organized curriculum offered as a distinct area of study that leads to specific educational or occupational goals. The minimum number of credits for an Undergraduate Certificate is 18 and the minimum for a Graduate Certificate is 15 credits.
Substantive changes to existing degree programs will require a restructuring of the current program in order to comply with above criteria.

