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End of Year Report 
Florida International University Faculty Senate

Health, Safety and Wellness Committee

Chair: Dr. Deborah Witt Sherman

Members: Dr. Dietrich Lorke, Dr. Sabyasachi Moulik, Dr. Ray Thomlison 

Meeting Dates: 8 meetings

2015— September 24, October 1, October 6, October 28, November 5, November 11

2016—March 1, March 16

FIU Faculty Senate Constitution and Bylaws Appointed Charge of the Health, Safety and Wellness (HSW) Committee:

· Identify risks to health, safety, and welfare concerns that affect the faculty and impact the academic environment;

· Recommend policies and procedures that impact the health, safety and welfare of the academic environment;

· Review the proposed policies and procedure by the Department of Public Safety that impacts the academic environment;

· Advise and coordinate with the Public Safety Department and the Office of Safety, Environmental Health and Risk on behalf of the Faculty Senate;

· Perform other related duties as directed by the Senate or Senate Chair;

· Identify risks to health, safety, and welfare of FIU Faculty

· Gun safety

· Examine impact of dissolution/reorganization of FIU Faculty Practice and Student Health

Topics:

1) Committee Charge

· Review of Faculty Senate Constitution and Bylaws and appointed charges
· Review of the history of the committee and preceding meeting minutes (2011, 2012, 2013)
· Discussion of the charge of the committee and focus for academic year 2015-2016

2) Campus Safety

Meeting with Chief of Public Safety, Alexander Casas

· Chief Casas discussed his knowledge of the State, Board of Governors, University System, FIU Faculty Senate, and FIU Public Safety Department perspectives on gun safety.

· Discussion of current legislative actions regarding guns on campus.

· Discussion of protocols, drills, and videos related to sexual assault, active shooter, and security plans for student, faculty, and staff. 

· Development of critical incident protocols in collaboration with emergency management.

· Identification of key leaders at FIU regarding health, safety and wellness issues: governmental relations, general counsel, and assistant vice president of disaster management and emergency operations.

· Discussion of the relationship between charge of the Health, Safety and Wellness Committee and Public Safety Department.
Meeting with Kristina Raattama, General Counsel and Teresa Lucas, Faculty Senate Liaison to Governmental Relations

· K. Raattama provided legislative history and background related to the issue of gun safety, including Bills related to Licenses to Carry Concealed Weapons and Firearms.
· FIU Faculty Senate endorsement of the Advisory Council for Faculty Senates’ Resolution on opposition to “Concealed Weapons or Firearms on State University System Campuses or Facilities”. 

· Discussion of FIUs leadership role to promote gun safety. 
Meeting with Michelle Palacio, and Chris Cantens, Office of Governmental Relations and General Councel
· Discussion of the Senate Bill SB 68 introduced by Senator Greg Evers

· Discussion of current statues related to firearms on campus, NRA perspectives, and diverse perspectives of FIU constituencies. 

Outcomes related to the Issue of Gun Safety:  

· Members of the HSW Committee were fully informed regarding the issues related to gun safety.

· Decision:  Continued support of the FIU Faculty Senate endorsement of the University State-wide Advisory Council’s Resolution regarding gun safety.
· Senate Bill SB 68 did not continue to move forward this legislative session.

· Members of the HSW Committee will keep abreast of issues related to gun safety relevant to FIU, and resume conversations in Fall, 2016 if necessary.
3)  Campus Disaster Management and Emergency Operations

Meeting with Ruben Almaguer, Assistant Director of Disaster Management and Emergency Operations

· Discussed his background and experience.

· Detailed discussion of the wide range of emergency measures and programs on campus and in the planning stage:
· Comprehensive Emergency Management Plan

· Emergency Operations Center

· Command Center and drills with FIU Leadership

· Continuity of Operation Plan
· Oversight of Hazardous Wastes (radiological, biological, and chemical safety)
· General Safety (Fire Safety/Prevention, Emergency Response System, EMS Training, Local Defense of Local FIU Disaster Team, Loss Prevention Audit, Installation of Cardiac AED devices in buildings, Interrelationship of FIU Safety Committees, Academy for International Disaster Preparedness).
Outcomes Related to Disaster Management and Emergency Operations:

· R. Almaguer attended a Faculty Senate meeting in March 2016 to present information regarding Disaster Management and Emergency Operations to Faculty Senators. Due to time constraints of the agenda, R. Almaguer will be invited again to present in Fall, 2016.

4) Collaborative Meeting with Chief Casas (Public Safety) and Ruben Almaguer (Disaster Management and Emergency Operations)
· HSW Committee held a meeting March 1, 2016 with Chief Casas and R. Almaguer to identify areas of interface of their departments and the HSW Committees liaison role with the Faculty Sentate. 

· Discussion of updates related to gun safety, safety of campus, and establishment of the FIU University Safety Committee (USC) in February, 2016 by President Mark Rosenberg. This University committee is charged with promoting a culture of safety, coordinating the various safety-related efforts of the university committees, and developing university policy related to safety.  The USC will include members from the academic and administrative units, as well as representation from student government.
· Discussion of the value of Emergency Management videos to be shared with staff of units/departments, who may agree to serve as staff responders in the event of an emergency. 

· The possibility that  Faculty Senators sponsor the presentation of Emergency Management videos at Faculty Assembly meetings annually, and the incorporation of videos in FIU on-line and hybrid courses.

· HSW Committee was asked to serve as champions of an initiative regarding faculty sign-up for FIU Alert. Faculty Senators will be asked to address this issue in their Colleges/Departments.
Outcomes Related to Collaboration of HSW Committee with Public Safety Department and Disaster Management and Emergency Operations:

· The HSW committee will serve as a liaison between Disaster Management and Emergency Operations, the University Public Safety Department, and the Faculty Senate.

· The HSW Committee supports efforts to develop and implement online education modules on Safety and Emergency Management and engage Faculty Senators to sponsor safety initiatives in their colleges and departments, including faculty sign-up for FIU alert.

5) Student Health Services

Meeting with Oscar Loynaz, Director of Student Health Services
· Discussed the history of Student Health Services at FIU.

· Discussed the goals of Student Health Services.

· Discussed the University charge for Student Health Services and student’s access to health care.

· The HSW Committee was informed regarding the restructuring of Student Health Services and current services offered.

· Discussed faculty/staff access to Student Health Services.

Outcomes Related to Student Health Services:

· The HSW Committee will request an invitation for the Director of Student Health Services to present issues related to student health at a Faculty Senate meeting in Fall, 2016.

· The HSW Committee will serve as a liaison with Student Health Services to address the health and wellness issues of FIU students, faculty, and staff.

