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Academic Policies and Personnel Committee 

March 10, 2011
3-4:30 pm 
GL 835 (MMC) 
LIB 155 (BBC)

1. Meeting called to order at 3:10pm
2. Motion to approve of agenda accepted and passed 
3. Motion to approve of the minutes from the February 10, 2011, meeting accepted and passed
4. The committee welcomed Elizabeth Bejar, Vice Provost of Academic Planning and Accountability, who presented a proposal for a change in academic policy regarding the final course drop date for both undergraduates and graduate students. 
In advance of the meeting, Vice Provost Bejar sent the committee the following rationale with an accompanying chart comparing FIU drop date policies with other SUS institutions.
“Rationale for change:  Last year, the faculty senate approved the removal of "course forgiveness" for all graduate students.  During the conversation on the senate floor, the recommendation was to proceed with the change, but have the university consequently extend the "DR" date for graduate students. As a result, the university reviewed the "DR" date for all students, both graduate and undergraduate. The chart that follows [not included in these minutes] identifies the current practices of our SUS sister institutions. The university requests that the official "DR" date for both undergraduate and graduate be amended to the eleventh week, effective Fall 2011.  The enrollment services and financial administration did suggest keeping the date the same for ALL of our students –hence the request to move forward with the change for both UG and Grad students.”
5. Following the presentation, the committee discussed at length the implications for students and faculty of the proposed changes to the UG and Grad student drop date. The committee agreed unanimously to endorse the proposal and will submit a motion to the Faculty Senate Steering Committee for approval. 
6. Vice Provost Bejar then presented a proposed change to the Undergraduate and Graduate Catalogs regarding requirements for re-admission for students who do not enroll in classes for over two consecutive semesters.
The current language in the catalog (both Graduate and Undergraduate) reads as follows:
“An admitted degree-seeking student who has not enrolled in any course at the University for two (2) or more consecutive terms, excluding summer terms and military withdrawals, will be required to apply for re-admission.
The student must meet the University and program regulations in effect at the time of application for readmission.” [page 27 of the graduate catalog and page 52 of the undergraduate catalog]
 The proposal would change the language to read as follows:
“An admitted degree-seeking student who has not enrolled in any course at the University for three (3) or more consecutive terms, excluding military withdrawals, will be required to apply for re-admission.
The student must meet the University and program regulations in effect at the time of application for readmission.”
 7. Following the presentation, the committee discussed at length the implications for students of the proposed change. The committee agreed unanimously to endorse the proposal and will submit a motion to the Faculty Senate Steering Committee for approval.
8. The chair updated the committee on the memo sent to Faculty Senate Chair, Tom Breslin, regarding the proposed student retention and graduate study. The request for data on retention has been forwarded to Jeff Gonzalez, head of the Office of Planning and Institutional Effectiveness. 
9. There was no new business at this time
10. Voted to adjourn at 4:10pm.


