BBC Committee Minutes

September 21, 2010

Minutes of the BBC Committee of the Faculty Senate Meeting 

Date: September 21, 2010 (1-2 pm)

The following Senators were present:

Thomas Breslin

Mary Levitt

David Talty

John Berry

Lauren Christos

Neil Reisner

Percival Darby

The meeting was opened at 1:05 pm.

1. The meeting was opened by Faculty Senate Chair, Tom Breslin.  Tom discussed the importance of the Committee in assuring that the BBC is considered in the University’s forthcoming Strategic Plan.  He encouraged the Committee both to read and consider the documents associated with the Strategic Plan, as well as to encourage BBC colleagues to do the same, so that needs of the campus would not be overlooked in this process.  It was pointed-out that an upcoming BBC Student Focus Group (as part of the Strategic Plan’s Student Success component) was scheduled for October 4, 2010 from 4-5 pm, and that documents and other information associated with the Plan were available from the Provost’s office Web-site (http://stratplan.fiu.edu).  The Chair asked John to forward this Web-site link and details to the Committee.  Tom continued with a brief report on several issues brought-up at the recent State-wide meeting of Senate Chairs.  Topics included: (1) growing concerns over an emerging pattern of students transferring from professional schools at State colleges to State universities, specifically during the later years of their programs, and possible impacts on licensing and rankings of these universities; (2) the possible adoption of a system similar to the European Bologna Plan, and concerns among faculty in the humanities that such a move may overly emphasize education in the STEM [i.e. science, technology, engineering and mathematics] fields, consequently detracting from the arts and humanities; and (3) the SUS’s current financial situation including what is projected to be a relatively small contraction of budgets, and possible revenue enhancements from the State.  Some discussion followed.

2. As required at the beginning of the academic year, the Committee nominated and elected members for position of Chair and Secretary.  David Talty was nominated for Chair; the nomination was seconded, and David was elected by a unanimous vote. John Berry was nominated for Secretary; the nomination was seconded, and John was elected by a unanimous vote. 

3. David proposed that an effort was made to get a copy of the current draft of the Strategic Plan, and that the Committee undertake a review of the Plan.  Discussion followed, specifically including the need to compare the Strategic Plan with the previously developed “BBC report.” It was specifically pointed-out that, given a proposed date of November 1, 2010 for the Strategic Plan to be sent to the Board of Trustees, an effort should be made to promptly obtain a copy of the Plan.  David asked Tom if he could assist in obtaining a current copy of the Plan.  Tom additionally pointed-out that there would also be an upcoming revision of the University’s Master Plan, and that the Committee might begin considering this as well.  The next meeting of the Committee would be scheduled once a copy of the Strategic Plan draft was obtained and made available.

Being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at approximately 2:15 pm.

