BBC Committee Minutes

October 12, 2010

Minutes of the BBC Committee of the Faculty Senate Meeting 

Date: October 12, 2010
The following Senators and visitors were present:

Mary Levitt

David Talty

John Berry

Neil Reisner

Lauren Christos

Percival Darby

The meeting was opened at 1:15 pm.

Discussion focused on the recently circulated draft of the University’s Strategic Plan specifically with respect to the BBC, and the report (“Strategic Vision for the BBC”) previously generally by the Committee.  Several points were raised and discussed, including:

1. There was a consensus that the Strategic Plan was generally vague with few details.  As such it was agreed, without specific details, there is little opportunity to clarify the role of the BBC in the Plan.

2. The possibility was discussed that specific details would be perhaps more clearly addressed in the revised Master Plan.

3. It was pointed-out that there were, in fact, only two mentions in the Plan of the BBC – one of its physical existence (i.e. square footage), and one reference to its role in the University’s focus on Environment.  Similarly, it was noted, there was no mention of other campuses (e.g. Pines Campus, downtown campus).
4. It was proposed that a sentence could be added to the introduction of the Plan to specifically acknowledge the BBC as an integral part of the future of FIU.

5. The more substantive part of the Plan, regarding proposed expansion of the University in terms number of students and faculty, infrastructure (e.g. buildings) and goals (e.g. graduation rates), should be broken-down by campus.

6. The Plan included no mention of specific programs exclusively at the BBC (aside from CAS/SEAS), including the School of Hospitality Management and School of Journalism and Mass Communication, despite the considerable contribution of these to several of the components of the Plan, including Community Engagement, Globalization (e.g. Tianjin, China campus) and Finance (e.g. funds raised by the South Beach Food & Wine Festival).

7. Will other Departments/Schools from CAS be organized around the Environment theme?

8. The Committee has yet to receive a single response regarding the BBC Report.  Would it be possible to arrange a face-to-face meeting, or otherwise reach, appropriate people to provide feedback?

It was resolved that a letter, addressing these discussed points and concerns with respect to the Strategic Plan, would be prepared (by John Berry) and sent to Tom Breslin for his feedback.  

Being no further discussion, the meeting was adjourned at 2:25 pm.

