BBC Committee Minutes

September 15, 2009


Minutes of the BBC Committee of the Faculty Senate Meeting 

Date: September 15, 2009 (3-5 pm)
The following Senators and visitors were present:

Mary Levitt

Piero Gardinali

David Talty

John Berry

Lilliam Martinez-Bustos

Lauren Christos

Thomas Breslin

The meeting was opened by Dr. Breslin who thanked everyone for participating in the Committee, and expressed the importance of having representation of BBC faculty interests in future University initiatives.   It was pointed-out that the BBC Committee has not been active for a number of years.  Specifically, Dr. Breslin stressed the need to have a report by the BBC faculty.

I. Discussion followed on the challenges and possible strategies of BBC faculty attending meetings with Faculty Senate.  It was proposed that a recommendation be put forth to address the issue of BBC participation in Faculty Senate.

Specifically, it was agreed that the recommendation propose that BBC Faculty Senators be enabled to attend meetings at MMC by videoconferencing, but allowed and encouraged to attend meetings at MMC in person.  It was further proposed that each year there be one general meeting of the Faculty Senate at the BBC, and one mandatory in-person meeting for BBC faculty at MMC.  A room will be scheduled for videoconferencing to accommodate BBC faculty and other “local” MMC faculty.

II. Discussion was directed to what belongs in the BBC report to the Faculty Senate.   The following issues were suggested for the BBC report:

1. Clarification of the impact of the School of Environment and Society (SEAS) presence at the BBC, and the potential role of BBC faculty in the SEAS.

2. Plan for the presence of the new High School near the campus in terms of traffic.  It was pointed-out that the new High School would have a projected student body of 3,000, and that extreme traffic problems would occur.

3. Inquiry as to the Master Plan for the BBC.  It was pointed-out that the Master Plan was available through Facilities Management.  Specifically, the question was raised as to the purported new building at the BBC.

4. Clarification of the possible presence of COM outreach and other programs at the BBC.

It was suggested, and generally agreed, that the Committee engage the input of other components of the faculty including the SGA, Provost and Deans

III. The Committee undertook approval of the Committee’s by-laws.  An amendment was proposed to change Article IV.E to read “Any member of the committee who fails to attend two consecutive regularly-scheduled meetings of the committee may be considered to have resigned.”  This amendment was proposed so that Committee members who missed two meetings would not be automatically considered “resigned.” The by-laws as amended were unanimously approved.

IV. Following some discussion, the next meeting of the Committee was scheduled for October 15, 2009 at 1 pm in the School of Hospitality Management conference room. Dr. Breslin agreed that the “videoconferencing issue” and recommendation of the Committee would be placed on the agenda of the October 13 meeting of the Faculty Senate (David will send an e-mail to officially request).

Being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at approximately 4:50 pm.

