BBC Committee Minutes

May 4, 2010

Minutes of the BBC Committee of the Faculty Senate Meeting 

Date: May 5, 2010 (1-3 pm)

The following Senators, and visitors, were present:

Mary Levitt

David Talty

John Berry

Lilliam Martinez-Bustos

Lauren Christos 

Min Yao (Division of Information Technology)

Penny Butler (UTS BBC)

The meeting was opened at 1:10 pm.

David Talty opened the meeting by explaining that the purpose of the meeting was to follow-up on the previously presented BBC Committee Report, and specifically address the question raised (at the prior presentation of the report) regarding information technology (IT) as it relates to the BBC, including distance learning and connecting the two campuses.  Dr. Yao presented a brief overview of the teaching/learning technology trends that the University’s IT Division anticipate will be important in the future, including mobile education, open text/text-sharing, virtual reality technologies, virtualization for servers and “cloud computing.”  It was pointed-out that IT has continued to add to the University’s computing capacity, including improved bandwidth (currently 10 Gb/sec) that makes desktop/laptop videoconferencing effective and ready to be utilized, as well as increased e-mail space on servers (grown from 30 Mb to currently 1 Gb, and expanding this year to 2 Gb, per student/faculty).  Dr. Yao proposed that one way to further the Committee’s agenda, including IT needs, is to communicate with Strategic Plan committees, so these needs can be incorporated and embedded in these initiatives.  

Discussion followed about several considerations regarding IT and the BBC, including:

· Design and organization of rooms and media equipment (e.g. size of screens), so that videoconferencing can be more effectively used in the classroom

· Availability of technology (e.g. number of screens) and culture that incorporates the technology

· Budget considerations, and specifically availability of  “technology fee” money to support equipment needs

· Need for equipment on both “ends” (i.e. both campuses) to support videoconferencing

· Costs estimated at approximately <$10k for one set of videoconferencing equipment

· Preparation of proposals, in consultation with IT, to make specific requests

· Availability of training to use the equipment/technology

· Creating a centralized directory of IP addresses for rooms, and associated equipment, with videoconferencing capability

· Use of software and equipment available for laptop/desktop-based videoconferencing

· Continual upgrading current technology resources in classrooms

· Potential to utilize the same networks for both laptop/desktop-based and polycom videoconferencing

· Communication with IT regarding equipment needs; a contact, to this end, was provided (305-919-5600).

With respect to the BBC Report, it was suggested by Dr. Yao that specific goals for technology capabilities (e.g. videoconferencing capability in 90% of classrooms) be added to the report. 

The Committee thanked Dr. Yao and Ms. Butler for joining the discussion, and the meeting was adjourned at 2:30 pm.

