BBC Committee Minutes

May 20, 2010

Minutes of the BBC Committee of the Faculty Senate Meeting 

Date: May 20, 2010 (1:45-3:00 pm)

The following Senators and visitors were present:

Mary Levitt

David Talty

John Berry

Lilliam Martinez-Bustos

Piero Gardinali (via polycom)

The meeting was opened at 1:50 pm.

1. Discussion focused on how to incorporate content of prior conversation and conclusions (from May 4, 2010 meeting with Ming Yao) regarding information technology (IT) into BBC report.  It was agreed to include the information as an addendum to the prior report draft.  Specific discussion points included: 

· Three different categories of relevant IT capabilities were delineated (particularly for purposes of organizing the report addendum), specifically including Classroom/Teaching, Group Meetings and One-on-One (i.e. computer-to-computer) Meetings.

· University commitment should include providing necessary computer cameras (approximately $24 each) and relevant software, for both computer-to-computer and networking to polycom systems, to faculty/staff.

· Emphasis on computer-to-polycom capability as a cost effective alternative to more expensive polycom systems. The question should be raised as to whether it was possible to have multiple laptop/desktop users join group meetings.

· There is a need for Departments and other relevant units to support a culture of using the technology.  Accordingly it was proposed that the Committee members approach their respective Departments to (a) “sell it” to units; (b) canvass colleagues to determine the degree of interest in using this technology; and (c) provide, when possible, the minimal exposure of interested colleagues; and (d) establish plan for training representative member(s) of the unit who would serve as a resource for others. The latter would represent a Departmental commitment.  Moreover, the initiative would accordingly serve the University as a whole.

· There is a need for accessible (e.g. not just links to Web-site training), accurate/up-to-date and uncomplicated/concise training needed to encourage faculty and staff to utilize the technology

· Technology should be unified, including centralized directories of IP addresses, etc., University-wide equipment and software and consequently uniform training for users.

· It was proposed that an outline of the addendum be generated (assigned to John Berry), and circulated to the Committee for additional development.  A copy of this outline is attached.

· There should be a centralized, accessible and up-to-date resource for identifying what technology (e.g. software) is available to faculty and staff.

2. Discussion turned to getting a response to the previously presented BBC report, specifically as a means of assuring follow-through on the report’s content.  It was noted in previous meetings with Tom Breslin that the report would be specifically forwarded to Committee chairs (e.g Strategic Plan committees), and others involved in the planning process, who would respond and/or provide feedback to the report.  It was propose that David Talty would inquire of Tom Breslin as to whom we can contact to solicit response to the report.  Subsequently, Committee members would either individually contact any of these identified individuals, particularly those with whom they have regular interaction, or the Committee, as a whole would, contact others, in conjunction with Breslin, specifically to increase likelihood of response.

Being no further discussion, the meeting was adjourned at 2:45 pm.

