HDAC Year in Review (2010-2011) – Suzanne Koptur, Chair

The Honorary Degrees and Awards Committee met a number of times, nearly every time with new members replacing their predecessors representing their units of the university, for various reasons of obligations and schedules changing.  As in previous years, the opportunity for equal representation and consideration is there; in this year each unit’s representative was present most of the time.  Members of the committee apparently made their decisions unbiased by their own affiliations.   

Our first challenge was to plan the on-line nomination and application submission process.  The group went over the awards information previously required, and made many changes to streamline the process.  EWS made the online nomination and submission process a reality,  put into effect by the hard work of Damaris and I.T. personnel.  The prototypes were tested by the chair and by Nancy Hershoff, with changes made to improve the process.     

There was a motion to make an exception for certain units to be allowed to be nominated without fulfilling the ‘three years at FIU’ requirement; after much discussion, the committee was against this motion (9 against; 1 for; 1 abstention).  

The online process led to many more nominations and completed applications than in previous years.  There were 62 nominations, with a total of 55 completed applications as follows:  Advising (3), Engagement (4); Graduate Mentorship (7); Librarianship (2); Research and Creative Activities (14); Service (5); Teaching (20).  
In February, the President’s Council met to revise the Outstanding Professor Award.  It was reborn as the President's Council World's Ahead Faculty Award, with the selection committee to be made up of previous winners of the Outstanding Professor Award, the chair of the HDAC, along with members of the President’s Council.  The date for the selection of the winner is to be 23 May 2011.  At the last meeting of the HDAC, the committee gave their vote of confidence to the chair to represent committee interests at this selection committee meeting, without all the members of the committee seeing the applications.  This is considerably different from the previous Outstanding Professor Award selection, but since the new selection committee will have other professors (previous Outstanding ones) on it, academic interests should be well represented.
Honorary Degrees were moved and approved, and received confirmation by the faculty senate, for only one candidate:  Roger Hammer, naturalist and author, Biological Sciences.

Two other candidates were nominated late in the spring semester; the HDAC decision on these was postponed until May, and the final count is not yet in.
Respectfully submitted,
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Suzanne Koptur

Professor of Biological Sciences

16th May 2011
