Report on the deliberations of the Faculty Senate Budget Committee meetings for the period December 2010 to April 2011
This report covers the period beginning with the meeting when Krishnamurthy Surysekar was elected the chair of the committee and ending with the meeting in April 2011.

December 1, 2010

Academic Affairs Budget update – T. Moore presented the update on the Academic Affairs work plan (the basis for the Annual Report).  A further update is likely to be available in January 2011.  She invited inputs on classroom size/amenities in the new buildings to be constructed.  The committee discussed graduation rates, research dollars, retention rate increases and growth in online education.

FIU Budget update – L. Martinez noted that further budget reductions are likely.  However, the impact at the unit-level is still uncertain.

K. Surysekar was unanimously elected the chair of the committee for a 2-year period.

February 14, 2011

K. Jessel presented the update on the Governor’s budget proposals.

●
No reductions in the recurring budget for universities

●
Proposed changes to retirement plans



- Mandated employee contribution – possibly phase in the 5%



- ORP plans to be rolled into the FRS with possible implications for 

                    customer service 

●
Potential changes to state’s contribution to family health coverage

●
Fuller picture after the Senate/House versions are revealed

●
Impact on space and construction due to constraints on PECO (Public Education 

     Capital Outlay)



- Progress with the downtown campus (Brickell)

●
5 year athletics plan has naming opportunities

●
FIU has reserves to absorb an overall 8% budget cut

April 28, 2011
Budget update – K.Jessel presented the update on the Governor’s budget proposals.

●
Overall reductions (not considering the tuition increases) proposed in the current Florida House and Senate versions still below the levels already anticipated by FIU

●
Proposed changes to retirement plans



- Mandated employee contribution could be in the range of 3%

●    The base tuition increase is more than what FIU planned for, whereas the 

       differential tuition increase is less.  Overall, total undergraduate tuition revenues 

       for 2011-12 is likely to be higher than anticipated by FIU.

 

●
Potential changes to state’s contribution to family health coverage – actual details 

       are still being discussed

●
Senate/House versions are getting closer

●
Limitations on PECO (Public Education Capital Outlay), especially for   

       maintenance expenditures.
